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A SURE SELLER 


November 10 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson Messner 
STEAMBOAT GOTHIC $3.75 


In the tradition of her River Road and Crescent Carnival this is a regional 
period novel, with full panoply of post Civil War decorative details. Mrs. Keyes 
spins a readable tale of love and hate, of a revenge long plotted, of truths glossed 
over and concealed, of blackmail and its aftermath. Three generations are spanned- 
from the marriage of Clyde Batchelor, reformed river gambler, to the lovely widowed 
Lucy Page of Richmond's elite, to her grandson, Larry, who marries a French girl and 
brings her back to be chatelaine of the Steamboat Gothic mansion in which he had lived 
with his beloved "grandfather". In between, Lucy had found marriage with Clyde a 
challenge and a joy; the secret they both concealed occasionally lay between them, 
but in the main served only to deepen their devotion. But Lucy's spoiled son, Bushrod, 
used it as a club over Clyde's head- and drained him financially to the point of bank- 
ruptcy. It is the story, too, of Lucy's daughter, Cary, schooled to extravagance and 
wealth, and finding in the disillusionment of her love affair with Pierre, a measur- 
ing rod of her inner strength and maturity. Up to the point of the fire which wiped 
out most of the family and left baby Lerry and Clyde alone, the story is tightly plot- 
ted and holding. The last section- Larry's childhood, his war years, his stormy ro- 
mance- seems synthetic and contrived. But the things that will be held in remembrance 
long after the book is read are the intimate details of living,- the clothes, the 
food, the homes, the authentic bits of local color and period flavor, as a Louisiana 
plantation comes to life. 


End of the Season- and Slim Pickings 


Literary Guild selection will give impetus to sales on Gladys Schmitt's CONFESSORS OF 
THE NAME (Dial); two Christmas items for plus sale. And the balance- routine, run- 
around, 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
November 3 


Covert, Alice Lent SP Avalon 
DEARLY BELOVED $2.50 


A young clergyman and his wife and the various problems of their parishioners 
offer an inoffensive picture of small town life. Evelyn and David provide solutions 
for Marsha, who hates her stepmother and who almost loses her fiance, Rick; for Jill 
whose success as a singer is helped by her pianist, Julina; for Rick, himself, who 
finally breaks the bonds of his mother's possessiveness; and for Marsha's father who 
wins back his children. Evelyn's baby and the decision about David's future round 
out the story, in human terms. Pleasant. : 


Myers, Beth Avalon 
THE STEADY FLAME $2.50 
A cardiogram which charts the heartbeat of Dale Matheson, for Link Haley, a 
successful artist, whom she follows from the west coast to New York City where his love 
for her is reaffirmed. But Nora, who had managed his career and wants to extend her 
territory, provides some running interference until Link sidesteps her attempt to hold 
him and asserts his love for Dale....There's nothing serious about this condition, 
unless it might be anemia. 
~687- 
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November 3 
Dutton 


Wheeler, Opal 
STARS OVER BETHLEHEM $2.00 


A gift book for the Christmas trade- and a plus item which should appeal to 
many who want something more than a Christmas card. (Too bad the price could not have 
been kept down to $1.50 like the comparable Small Miracle by Paul Gallico in the same 
category).... It is a charming recapturing of personal experience in visiting Bethlehem 
at Christmastide, and the reader shares with the author the sense of seeing the ancient 
times telescoped into modern Palestine- specifically Jerusaleum and Bethlehem and the 
five miles of countryside between. Throughout, one senses the exaltation, the spirit- 
ual fervor, that inspired the journey. A vivid piece of writing, with line decorations 
by Christine Price reflecting the atmosphere of the telling. 


November 7 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Hawley, Cameron 
EXECUTIVE SUITE $3.00 
A direct wire to the higher echelon of a large corporation as the death of 
Avery Bullard, President of the Tredway Corporation (furniture), affects the personnel 
right down the line as well as some circumstantial contacts- the policeman who found 
his body, the girl who had taken his wallet, etc. But primarily this is the story of 
the seven members of the board who survive to jockey for control of the firm which had 
dominated their lives: Alderson, the senior vice-president, but unequal to the job; 
Jesse Grimm, who wanted to retire; Shaw, a man of little principle and large ambition; 
Don Walling, in his twenties, most affected by the death of Bullard whom he had admired 
and imitated. And in the twenty four hour scrimmage which follows, in which the future 
of Tredway is decided and Walling alone shows the vision of his predecessor,- people and 
policies are lined up along with a thought for this day- that it's not the dollar- but @ 
the dream that counts.... Gentlemen first, and foremost. (There will be a Ballantine 


edition at $.35) 
November 10 


Cooke, Alistair Knopf 
CHRISTMAS EVE: Jhree Stories $2.00 


A cheerful Christmas appetizer, these three stories which were originally 

Christmas eve broadcasts in his "Letter from America" series to England and appear here 

in more permanent form for "children of all ages". This commentator's charm and first 

person candor brighten these rather incidental incidents of Zebulun Adams, an old man 

in an old folks' home, who became a Santa Claus and borrowed a taxi cab for the midnight 

ride; of a young Hollywood employee with a reconditioned psyche and a compulsion to see 

snow at Christmas; and of a Hudson Valley legend of Rambout Van Dam and his three daugh- 

ters which had a contemporary recurrence.... Not seasonal sentiment- but gaiety to which | 
the illustrations by Mare Simont contribute. | 


December 4 | 


DiMinno, Nicholas Doubleday 
HALF A DOLLAR IS BETTER THAN NONE $3.00 


A stiff brushover for the big-time in advertising takes brash young Rawlins } 
through an agency, its prize account and the resultant misadventures with a contest winner. 
In the big three cereals it is Crisps which sticks to inflexible rules of promotion and 
when it slips out of important billing, hectic times descend as new ideas are tried on & 
for size. Rawlins, as a trainee, snoops through all offices, nursemaids Joe Rovino, the 
prize-winner, through his "week in Paradise" which turns into a hot moment when Joe gets 
before the mike. But it is Joe's flatfootedness that gives Crisps a new campaign angle 
and that takes Rawlins out of advertising for keeps. This skids off even such a broad tar- 
get and the burlesque of types and topics in its high pitched world is sustained only by 
some bright chatter and scattered scathings. Illustrated by R. Taylor. 
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One Last Minute Arrival 
October 23 




































@ Schmitt, Gladys | Dial 
CONFESSORS OF THE NAME ) $3.95 


It is ten years since The Gates of Aulis introduced a new writer to the pub- 
lic- a public a bit confused by the acclaim attendant on a book which spoke so unduly 
frankly of abnormalities and perversions of sex. It is six years since David the King 
which showed a maturity, a grasp of historical research and interpretation, a creative 
approach to traditional material. Now comes Confessors of the Name, again different, 
for- while it is a novel steeped in Biblical tradition, it is wholly independent of 
Scriptural text. It is the story of a man's struggle to find himself in the turmoil 
of a decadent civilization, and of his alignment at the end with those Christians 
who were being sacrificed in the arenas of the Roman Empire to the fears, rather than 
the lusts, of the insecure Emperor, Decius. The time is 250 A.D. Gladys has re- 
created a sense of period and a world in conflict, a sense of a determined but super- 
ficial clinging to tarnished beliefs in opposition to the groping but valiant burning 
faith of the "confessors of the name", the early Christians. Favorinus, nephew of 
the Emperor and the man who molded his thoughts into speeches for his uncle, falls 
out of favor because he is discovered to be involved with a Christian household. His 
Greek mistress has quarreled with him; he has felt the hollowness of her way of life. 
His Christian kinswoman, Paulina, is finding guilty joy in her secret love for him, 
and it is in seeking to stem persecution which will involve Paulina and her husband, 
that Favorinus, too, falls under the ban. Not an historical novel in the ordinary 
sense, but one that restores a sense of repeating patterns of history. Not easy 
reading- at times the interest flags, the text seems overlong. But in the main worth 
while- and due for extra publicity as November choice of the Literary Guild. 


Levis:and Levitation 
November 12 


Baron, Stanley Ballantine 
Paper $.35-$1.50 hard bound 
ALL MY ENEMIES 


A better book, on all counts, than its predecessor, [nd of the Line (1951), 
this is again a Communist spy story. The central figure, Hugo Schneider, has been sent 
to New York to accomplish a specific mission, the virtual kidnapping of a scientist. 
How he arrives at his goal, how he operates in the vacuum of sealed orders and imper- 
sonal directives, and how he rebels and seeks to establish some sort of personal life 
for himself, is convincingly told. That he turns eventually to murder - and then to 
confession- brings his tawdry, hollow career to a bitter end. The final impression 
is that after all our own counter-intelligence operates ceaselessly... Another title 

| in this new project of simultaneous publication in paper and in nard cover. Small 
type face an added hurdle, but you can't have everything at this price. 


| Jones, Raymond F. ; Shasta 
THIS ISLAND EARTH $3.00 


} An incredible bit of technology lures engineer Cal Meacham to work for Peace 
Engineers and soon leads him to track down the truth behind the organization. He is 
apprised of the great, ageless conflict being waged for the universe, is unable to _ 

@ fend off the threat of the Guarra but turns the tables when he does persuade the Llanna 
to change their tactics and defend the Earth. United nations -' stellar division. 
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November 14 


Conklin, Groff- fd Crown 
THE OMNIBUS OF SCIENCE FICTION $3.50 9 


A substantial collection of multidimensional hopes and horrors which offers 
not only 45 stories, long and short, but some of the first names in this field. L. 
Sprague de Camp, Fletcher Pratt, Anthony Boucher, Isaac Asimov, Ray Bradbury, Murray 
Leinster, A. E. van Vogt, Lewis Padgett, Fredric Brown, Jack London and H. P. Lovecraft 
are among those who vary the vistas of brave- and frightening- new worlds. 


December 17 


Bonham, Frank Ballantine 
BLOOD ON THE LAND $.35 paper $1.50- hard cover 


* Ross Chance's attempt to get back his father's land- which had gone under for 
taxes- takes on some angry violence as well as outsized odds as he fights alone against 
the men who'd rigged him. And his love for Laurel Shelton, the wife of his chief oppon- 
ent, sharpens tne vengence he achieves- clearing his rights to more than one ‘title. Ex- 
citing and effective. (Once again the type may prove a visual obstacle for many a reader.) 


December 29 


Asimov, Isaac Doubleday 
THE CURRENTS OF SPACE $2.75 


An earthman's mind is turned off and its slow return, on the planet Florinda, 
sets in motion the activities of Townman Myrlyn Terens, the espionage systems of Sark and 
Trantor, and the conclaves of the Squires. For Rik turns out to be the spatio-analyst 
the Interstellar Bureau is hunting and his widening memory the key to galactial conspira- 
cies and future destruction. Way off in the wild blue yonder - for the faithful. 


“eee ae ie liek ied (aa ies ee ae @ 


As with the Fiction, this season is tail-end, with little of distinction. From the angle 
of literary quality, a new volume of essays from Katherine Anne Porter is news- good news, 
THE DAYS BEFORE (Harcourt)- but the market is definable. There's immediate campaign value 
in the publication of the SPEECHES OF ADLAI STEVENSON (Random House) with the Steinbeck 
introduction giving added prestige value. Most of the books qualify as 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


November 3 Vv 


Sherman, John K. University of Minnesota 
MUSIC AND MAESTROS $3.75 


Mr. Sherman, arts editor of the Minneapolis Star and Tribune, with enthusiasm 
and spark sets forth the saga of the Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra. The geneology of 
ancestors includes organizations with short and long life spans and the men who as civic- 
minded citizens felt that Minneapolis to be a good place to live needed more than good 
board and bed. The story takes on lustre for more than a regional audience (which will 
still be the core for sales) with the coming of famous stars and most of all of the 
conductors who contributed to the molding of the orchestra - Oberhoffer the poetic, Ver- 
brugghen the scholarly, Ormandy the dramatic, Mitropoulos the monastic, and at present : 
 Dorati, and with the excursions across the country on annual tours. The story of how 4 
an orchestra became a necessary element in a community is one which may help wishful 
citizens of other cities throughout the U. S. to devote themselves to a cause of more 
; music and the organizations to produce it. 
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November 6 


Xan, Erna Oleson Ives Washburn 
HOME FOR GOOD $3 .50 


With Wisconsin My Home, a story of her mother, already in print, the author 
turns to an-earlier period in her own childhood telescoped here into the years from 
1910 to 1912 and tells a homey if artless yarn of her Norwegian family settling on 
Wisconsin farmland and bringing it and a dilapidated farmhouse to full bloom. The two 
older sisters manage to get their men, the younger ones to grow; mother manages to 
bring her family's reputation in the neighborhood to proper height, and father manages 
- the recurrent theme of the book - to round his children up, including Louie and his 
wife from California, and to sell his property as the spot for a summer vacation area 
which will provide work for all (this at the bid of a Senator and not of his own de- 
sign). Nothing really ‘rightful happens - some bedbugs and quarrels are the worst 
irritations... all very pleasant if not too cosy. 


November 7 


Ellsworth, Lyman R. McKay 
GUYS ON ICE $3.00 


The sergeant in command of operations on an isolated bit of earth in the lap 
of the Bering Sea during the last war here tells frankly and with a rough humor and 
common sense the story of a year on St. Paul's with his men. He and his twenty volun- 
teers were to act as a lookout for Dutch Harbor, and to blow up the island if the 
Japanese landed. How the men set up operations, and how they reacted to isolation 
were of concern to their leader, who worked hard to maintain morale. Reconnaissance in 
heavy seas, a bout with a Jap submarine and later seal-poachers, a meeting with a 


Russian ship, the long winter with its casualties - death and insanity, the St. Paul's 


Special homemade brandy and the jokes the men played on each other and some stuffy 
lieutenants, hunting man, fowl and reindeer form a part of this story of a sergeant 
managing his men’and his job. A book which men with army experience will especially 
appreciate - a story of the long wait, its toll and its alleviations and its adven- 
tures. Rugged. 


Tryon, Warren S.-/d. Univ. of Chicago 
A MIRROR FOR AMERICANS $5 per vol. $14.50 boxed 


Vol. I- Life in the East; Vol. II- The Cotton Kingdom; Yol. III- The Frone 

tier Moves West. These are the titles of the individual volumes, but it seems to this 
reader that interest in one would presuppose interest in all three, for they combine 
to create a rounded rather than a regional or sectional portrait of America, as seen 
by her countrymen travelers between 1790 and 1870. Though the styles have an odd sim- 
ilarity- perhaps a kind of accepted pattern of travel writing of their day - the con- 
tent enriches and widens and deepens our conception of life in America. The daily 
round, surface impressions and interpretations (differing markedly from travel writings 
of the same period by visitors from abroad- Dickens, Mrs. Trollope and others); de+ 
scriptive bits that form a composite impression as though the reader travelled along; 
anecdotal material which lends human interest, gives one a sense of the mores. There 
are letters, pieces written for periodicals, extracts from travel books- and the illus- 
trations, from old engravings and woodblocks, capture the flavor of the times. Editor- 
ial introductions to each section and biographical notes on the contributors to the 
anthology provide setting and background. This lacks the dramatic quality of Life in 
America, but is a period piece of distinction- and good Americana. Source material for 
local color for researchers. One could wish there had been less strain for effect in 
subheads; “Lo the Poor Indian" and "Gone with the Wind" emerge as trite cliches. But 
in the main, a sound piece of scholarship and judgment in selection and presentation. 
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November 10 
Crowell 


THE CAN-OPENER COOKBOOK $3.00 @ 


* Don't stick your nose in the air and think you are beyond the point of con- 
descending to use a can-opener. Here's a book that proved - to one doubter at least - 
that a can opener might well provide a short-cut to a reputation for being a new candi- 
date for the cordon bleu. The gourmet approach to canned and packaged goods is news. 
There's imagination and zest and originality here, and Miss Cannon (well-known to readers 
of Park East, House Beautiful etc.) has given us an unorthodox cookbook. There's repre- 
sentative assortment of dishes in all the established categories- and each recipe has a 
short cut. She's added a personal touch by her introductory bits and her method of 
listing ingredients, and then- in the body of the recipes- indicating her quantities a- 
long with her processes. There are lots of suggested menus. And there's some hearten- 
ing advice on how to serve the succulent dishes she provides. Another cookbook for my 
groaning shelves (but oh how useful when you live 8 miles from a store.) 


Cannon, Poppy 


Gide, Andre Knopf 
MADELEINE $3.00 

The last, and most intimate, of Gide's personal papers, this letter to his 
wife, and extracts from his journals pertaining to her and previously unpublished, was 
deliberately withheld by Gide until after his death- save for a privately printed edition 
limited to thirteen of his friends. Madeleine Rondeaux, his first cousin for whom he 
sustained a protective love since his childhood, was to become the Emmanuele of his 
writings as well as the wife who was always a refuge “against everything in himself that 
he feared"- the homosexuality which he hoped that his marriage would delete. This is a 
portrait not only of Madeleine- (whom one friend called Madame Sainte Gide)- reserved, 


self-effacing, devout, renunciatory, and to an extent masochistic; but it is also a self- 
portrait, filled with remorse and self-recrimination, aware of the tragedy that he im- @ 
posed upon her and equally mindful of the tragedy of her withdrawal from him..... For 
followers of Gide, this has of course a particularly personal implication and imprint. 

Perkins, James E., M. D. Knopf 

& Feldmann, Floyd M., M. D. $2.50 


YOU AND TUBERCULOSIS 


A bedside caller, this directs its information towards the patient primarily, 
his family and those friends involved in his care to supplement directives from the doc- 
tors and hospitals and, with the backing of the National Tuberculosis Association, aims 
for a swifter and more cooperative recovery and the promise of a return to normal, good 
health. It repeats something of both the Solomon 7uberculosis (Coward-McCann, P. 618) 
and Dubos Zhe White Plague (Little, Brown, P. 623) but here the accent is on practical 
application - of psychological adjustment and financial and domestic aids. Written in 
layman's terms by Ruth Carson, this has a straightforward message which should do much 
to allay fears and blueprint a course for proper attitudes and behavior among new - and 
old - sufferers. 


Somary, Felix Knopf 
DEMOCRACY AT BAY $2.50 


Dr. Somary, A Zurich banker, Austrian born, is looked upon as an authority in 
the field of practical as well as theoretical political science. This book has al- 
ready been hailed in Europe as comparing favorably with Tocqueville and Constant... It 
is a scholarly, concise and provocative "diagnosis and prognosis" - tracing the genesis 
of communism back to the French Revolution, weighing the causes and effects of wars in 
relation to laying groundwork for communism, and placing democracy against this back- 
ground. His 20 laws of modern society compel attention, and his conclusion that Commun- 
ism, based on force and without true political-economic substance for survival, may well 
crumble; that Democracy, faced with the need to enforce government to ensure its exis- 
tence, may degenerate- this somehow lacks the sound reasoning that distinguishes the rest 
of the argument. A book for students of history and political science, rather than for the 


general reader. 
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November 10 


Franklin, Sidney Prentice-Hall 
@ BULLFIGHTER FROM BROOKLYN $3.75 


A capricious - if concentrated - career which in its day was headline and 
which currently has an unexplored interest, on the factual side. And it is a good 
story - in its almost involuntary choice of profession and in its honest confession of 
taking on a job before finished training - and in its appraisal of good box office and 
grandstanding when the temper of the bull, the audience and the bullring have become 

known. The boy from Brooklyn finds the origins of his life as a matador in his father's 
hot temper which sent him for a short stay in Mexico after his graduation from Columbia, 
and in the taunting and teasing - and insults to American courage - which drove him to 
prove that Spanish or Latin blood was not necessary for a bullfighter. There's his 

| courageous but technically imperfect debut - after a hilarious and bruising workout on 
a ranch - with only a grounding in veronicas (and an expert coaching him in sword work 
when he was due to kill the bull);his determination to effect a scientific approach; 

his experience with critics; the long road of experience which led, after seven years 
away from home, to Madrid, Barcelona, Sevilla and Valencia - and after 20 years to the 
rank of a professional. There is Mexican ranch and small town life, jungles and tra- 
vels, accidents and operations, money earned and spent, the rules and protocol (often 
broken, or disregarded by Franklin), his meeting and friendship with Hemingway, the 
predictably emotional unbalance of bullring spectators - and his slightly bewildered 
part in the Civil War.....in sometimes strutting, sometimes naive fashion. Although 
not as stylewise as Death In The Afternoon or Matador, this detailed record still 
makes its claim as personal history for an audience reawakened by recent blood, sand 
and brave bulls bookings. Illustrated. 


























November 12 


Scott, Jim Prentice-Hall 
BOB MATHIAS, CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS $2.95 


When young Bob Mathias won: the ten-event decathlon grind at Helsinki this 
summer he was just past twenty one. Ané this was his second win of the toughest of all 
track events, since four years before, while just under eighteen, he'd won the decath- 
lon at London. He has proved himself probably the greatest all-round track athlete 
the world has ever known. Yet this is only one phase of his story, for here is a true 
Frank Merriwell hero, a great athlete- football (Rose Bowl Stanford team), basketball 
as well as track- but a young man who in his personal life stands for the best type of 
“alid-American". An inspiring story for youth, which should have a substantial plus 
sale’ at the High School reading level. 












November 17 


Ralph, R. C. , Crowell 
PUT IT PLAINLY $2.50 


A writer's workbook with direct rules and practice examples through which 
you can clean up, and cut down, your prose- so that you can achieve accuracy, brevity 
and clarity. The various parts of speech, sentence structure, punctuation, the organ- 
ization and presentation of your material are the basis for what is a practical demon- 
stration for home use and reference. The success of the Rudolf Flesch books indicates 
that there is a market- waiting and wanting to learn. 















Brett, George H. & Douglas, Albert McGraw-Hill 
THE AIR FORCE OFFICER'S GUIDE $5 .00 










Lt. Gen. U. S. Air Force (retired) and a torpedo pilot combine'to provide 
what is doubtless a handy guide for best of all possible air force officers. They are 
‘not concerned with technical ability but with each man as an individual. There are a 
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few obvious guiding facts; there are thoughts about leadership; there's something of the 

history and organization of the air force; there is a summary of customs of the service, 

of education and training, of military justice, of "El" and "Al", of personal conduct, 

public relations, chances for advancement, foreign service, combat duty, pay, insurance- @ | 
yes and one chapter on wives, for wives. And an extension data Appendix. Specialized. i 


November 17 , | 


Hilles, Frederick W.- £d. McGraw-Hill 
PORTRAITS BY SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS $4.00 


Edited by Hilles, who also contributes the commentary and amplification to 
these literary portraits by the famous artist, these sketches by Sir Joshua Reynolds are 
part of the recently discovered Boswell archives. Reynolds is seen, not only in the | 
estimate of his contemporaries, but in relation to the men he is to describe in these 
sketches, as a man of great social gifts as well as artistic capabilities, whose "equal 
and placid temper" and strong gregarious inclinations brought him a wide circle of 
friends. The sketches here of Johnson whom he greatly revered, Garrick who irritated 
him, Goldsmith and Gibbon- along with the miscellaneous documents which are appended 
(some random comments discourses and correspondence) add to the source material on this 
period and a few of its famous figures. There will be eight reproductions of his paint- 


ings and several facsimiles as illustrations. 


Prentice-Hall 


Berg, Norah 
LADY ON THE BEACH $3.00 
An open book approach to a life of beachcombing in Ocean City, California, 
where Norah Berg and her husband found a way out and away from the past. In their fif- 
ties, and on the bottle, Norah and Mike met in Seattle, married, and drifted to the beach @ 
where in the genial if occasionally dubious company of others, like themselves, they 
lived off the land and off the sea. The excitement of beachcombing and the providential 
find, digging for razor clams for themselves and commercially, the rise in their stand- 
ard of living when they moved to a better cabin with a bathroom, Norah's work in the es- 
tablishment of a small public library, the planting of a garden, and finally Norah's 
successful entry into radio contests which brought in further commodities- all this 
fills in a candid chronicle. The relaxed- and regenerative- values of a life such as 
this has its (fresh) airing here as well as appreciation for a paradise found on the 


ragamuffin's riviera. 


November 20 


Lawless, Dorothy Crowell 
RUG HOOKING AND BRAIDING $4.50 


History-techniques- equipment- preparation- different types of materials- 
sources of designs- special pattern techniques- the complete how-to-do-it book for home 
rug hooking and braiding. A great deal more attention is given to hooked rugs than to 
braided rugs, so sell it chiefly to the home craftsman in that field. There are to be 
some 60 illustrations, 8 in full color, and numerous suggestions as to original designs: 
and use of scraps and odds and ends. Beginners should be able to follow the directions, 
and those who know something about it should find new ideas. Subtitled “for pleasure 
and profit"- this is a book for the hobby field and for the home business as well. 


Wilbur, Marguerite Eyer Hastings House 
THE UNQUENCHABLE FLAME $5.00 @ 


A fictionally interpretative and at times inventive approach to the life and 
times of Philip II of Spain, the Hapsburg Prince, not entirely justified by the period 
which is luxuriant enough in itself to demand no further artifice. For the violence of 
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the inquisition, the complexity of political intrigue fanned by the uncertain temper 
of the times, the spectacle of court life in which not only Philip but Don Carlos, 
his wayward son, and Don Juan, his rebel bastard brother, Mary Tudor and Elizabeth, 
Isabelle de Valois and the hostile Duke of Aiva all played their parts, has its 

drama and its splendor. Here Philip is seen, not as a fanatic of considerable in- 
flexibility and arrogance, but rather reserved, sensitive, unhappy in the responsi- 
bilities of kingship and in the expedient marriages which never erased the “unquench- 
able flame" for Mazda, a Moorish girl, who bore him the son he was later to condemn 
to death. Over and above these dubieties, one sees his lifelong struggle to maintain 
the Spanish hegemony of Europe and to secure the triumph of the Roman Catholic Church 
which ended with the destruction of the armada... Entertainment rather than educa- 
tional values. 


November 24 


Murrow, Edward R.- £d. Simon & Schuster 
THIS I BELIEVE $3.00 (paper $1.00) 


The success of this radio program and the daily colum syndicated in many 
papers has familiarized many with the purpose and substance of this book. Murrow's 
introduction, describing the inception of the idea, gives it deeper significance. 

For here is a group of men and women, well known names among them, but most of them 
business and professional people in all walks of life - who share their personal 
creeds, reflecting an abiding belief in the dignity of the individual and the convic- 
tion that any worthwhile belief must be hammered out by experience. In most of the 
statements is evidence that religion is to each one of them a reality. Here is in- 
spirational material in human terms. 


November 7? 


Burlingame, Roger McGraw-Hill 
GENERAL "BILLY" MITCHELL $3.00 


A warmhearted biography of the tempestuous, stubborn, fanatic crusader for 
air power concerns itself with Mitchell's early history as well as his later and more 
publicized career. The building up of his character from the thorough-going applica- 
tion of childhood, to the impatience with inefficiency experienced in Cuba, to the 
patient observation in the Philippines and the expert efficiency in Alaska, the know- 
ledge of military techniques from his experience in the Army Signal Corps, his intro- 
duction to and belief in aviation all fall in place as time and the man meet in World 
War I. Mitchell's briefing under Trenchard, his insistence on planes for observation 
and defense, his personal flying exploits proved their value at St. Mihiel, just be- 
fore the end of the war. His battle with the Navy followed, air destruction of sup- 
posedly unsinkable ships was argumentatively accepted, his tour of the Pacific reveal- 
ed information for the future had it been used and his later insubordination is pic- 
tured as holding his country rather than the services first. Aimed at both adult and 
juvenile audiences, the black and whites here are effectively presented, but for a 
deeper work Levine's Mitchell (1943) holds its own. 


Havighurst, Walter McGraw-Hill 
GEORGE ROGERS CLARK $3.00 

An elegiac portrait of a favorite frontiersman which transmutes ‘the vision 
and the reality of westward expansion in heroic terms. Born on a Virginia farmstead, 
the second of ten children, George Rogers Clark left home at nineteen- with the "birth- 
right of distance and danger"- to become a woodsman and a wanderer. Kentucky was his 
first domain, and as the representative of the settlers there he secured its political 
existence through Patrick Henry. And later, again to Henry, he proposed the conquest 
of all western country, asked for an army of 500 but was only accorded 175 men who 
formed the expedition which was to take the British-held settlements in Illinois. The 
threat of England's General Hamilton forced a bold to desperate enterprise, and he re- 
took Vincennes from Hamilton- against great odds, although his hopes of taking Detroit 
were never backed or realized....A professional rather than a personal biography, this 
limns the stature and the historical significance of the man and matches his spacious 
dream of conquest. Highly suitable for a younger audience as well. 
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December 1 


Roberson, John & Marie Prentice-Hall 
THE CASSEROLE COOKBOOK $2.95 @ 


I have two books on this subject:- Florence Brobeck's Cook It in a Casserole 
and Marion Tracy's Casserole Cookery. This is more all inclusive than either, and com- 
bines the budget slant of the Brobeck with the provocative originality of the Tracy book. 
So for anyone who wants all she needs to know about casserole cooking in one sizable 
volume, here it is. It starts out with the kinds of casseroles, their uses, their care. 
Then goes on to soups, chowders and stews, eggs and cheese dishes, meats and game (econ- 
omy slanted), poultry, vegetables, spaghetti and allied dishes, desserts. Comprehensive- 
useful- though not inspired. 

December 15 


Kimball, Frank Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
WITH ALL MY LOVE $3.00 


A successor to For You My Love which is more of the same embarrassing and 
sticky tributes to the joys of wedded bliss in both its physical demonstration and spir- 
itual essence. Such lines as "I love the little faces of your breasts" may enthrall an 
adolescent audience from eighteen to forty, unless distaste becomes paramount. Other 
poems deal with such folksy joys as birth, a baby on the rug, or listening to the si- © 
lence- but there's rarely a clinch without a cliche. 


oe 


eo a / 
Dedijer, Vladimir | Vauny a Simon & Schuster 
TITO SPEAKS $5 .00 


Confessedly sympathetic to Tito and the cause for which he lives, unequivocally 
a Communist, though concurring with the inevitability of his native Yugoslavia's split 
with Moscow, Vladimir Dedijer gives a closeup of Tito, and of the role he has played in 
creating modern Yugoslavia, and does it so far as possible in Tito's own words. He @ 
serves as sortgof commentator or Greek chorus, providing the connecting links, the ex- 
planatory interpolations, bits of historical background. It -is in large part biographi- 
cal- or should one say autobiographical, giving far more of Tito's boyhood and youth, his 
fourteen years experience working among peasants and laborers, five years of which he 
spent in prison, his role in the Balkan secretariat, then as leader of the partisans 
against the German menace, finally as director of the path Yugoslavia has taken in world 
politics. The most interesting contribution the book makes is through the step by step 
analysis of the breach and final break with Stalin, and the efforts made by Moscow to 
cirvumvent and block each move. Much controversial material here in frank presentation 
of the Tito case against Mihailovic, the Tito side of the American airplanes, Tito's 
attitude towards Balkan unity, towards the West, and so on. Despite awkward phraseology 
(translation perhaps?) and lack of color- this is an important book. 


Lasser, J. K. Holt 
MANAGING YOUR MONEY : $ 22 


With a reputation for sound judgment in monetary matters and a knowledge of 
everyman's problems in the field (i.e. How to Run a Small Business and Your Social Se- 
curity), Mr. Lasser now turns to matters even closer to everyman. He discusses the pros 
and cons of a budget- why and how and the impossibility of using another's budget as a 
basis. He goes into training of young people through allowance planning; he suggests 
that a budget is good only in so far as the actual operation- the managing of money- is 
concerned. He presents different types of checking accounts, savings accounts, problems 
of joint accounts, of working wives, of the importance of records. He views the pitfalls 
and advantages of charge accounts and installment buying, of borrowing, of owning vs 
renting a home, and finally of building for financial security. This- for most readers- @ 
is the most constructive part of the book. Practical handbook- which ought to help. 
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Held, John, Jr. Crowell 
& Gilbreth, Frank B., Jr. HELD'S ANGELS $3.95 


The fading photographs of the '20s are retouched for present day as worries 
over a college-age son flash back to his parents’ own behavior in their collegiate 
careers. Combined with Held's balloon-faced sheiks and leggy flappers, Gilbreth's 
text includes all the passing fads of the times - the flivver, the raccoon coats, the 
bathtub gin, jazz bands, necking, football heroism, the parties and old grads, etc., 
etc. - and provides a rousing run-through for Held's near-symbols. For those who re- 
member - and those who don't - an almost unbelievable world of a madly regimented 
youth, ludicrously appareled. (Publ.) 


Stevenson, Robert Crowell 
MUSIC IN MEXICO $5 .00 


Definitely for those on the inner musical track, this penetrating survey 
from the days of the Aztecs, when music had a high place as a part of sacred ritual, 
through the period of conquest when Spanish churchmen used the love of music to en- 
courage conversion, to the post-revolutionary days and the present when music has come 
increasingly to be enjoyed as a separate art form... The author, a musicologist of 
standing, at the University of California, has done a fine job of research - he 
quotes many sources - the prolific accounts of Spanish missionaries are especially re- 
vealing in the earlier periods. In the latter sections of the book personalities and 
composers are given a hearing - the author looks to a fine past and a fine future for 
music in Mexico. Notable for supplementary student reading, musicologists, and com- 
posers especially. (10/29) 


Lee, Ruth Webb Crowell - Studio 
A HISTORY OF VALENTINES $5.75 


For those to whom specialty collecting is of interest, this sentimental 
journey into the origins of valentines, their makers, publishers and artists, will 
have a definite appeal. For here - from the early American handmade cards, with their 
cutouts, rebus, Fractur, pinprick, Theorem or Poonah and stencil styles, to the litho- 
graphed and comic types - are all the varieties in the domestic scene; while the Eng- 
lish picture ranges from the late Victorian to the products of Kate Greenaway and Walter 
Crane. For those who collect, the names and stories of T. W. Strong,..Esther Howland, 
George C. Whitney and others will prove important and the inclusion of over 200 illus- 
trations with four in full color will add to the identification information. And a 
plus sale in the art department. New departure for Ruth Webb Lee, authority on Ameri- 
can glass. (Publ.) 


Porter, Katherine Anne Harcourt, Brace 
THE DAYS BEFORE $4.00 


A first collection of thirty-three pieces which have appeared in various pub- 
lications over the past thirty years and repesent the critical interests and personal 
taste of a writer who is a scrupulous stylist. Acknowledging her preference for the 
“conscious, disciplined artist", it is natural that Henry James, Willa Cather, Kathe- 
rine Mansfield, Eudora Welty, Virginia Woolf, Rilke, and Edith Sitwell attract a 
scrutiny which is appreciative as well as evaluative. And the title piece which re-. 
turns to the childhood of Henry James and refers to the "first affections and attach- 
ments and admirations" never forgotten is particularly fine. The second section of 
essays, "Personal and Particular," range from a Louisiana landscape to a rose, from 
some considerations on love and marriage to the atom bomb- and she concludes the vol- 
ume with a series of Mexican pieces which include a longer critique of the Mexican 
revolutionary writer Lizardi..... Katherine Anne Porter is a discriminating writer, for 
a discriminating audience, and these pieces, fastidious in discernment, subtle in 
judgment, have a definite destination. (10/27) 
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Ervine, St. John Morrow 
OSCAR WILDE $3.50 
This “present time appraisal" of a figure who aroused frenzied admiration and & 


opprobrium in the stuffy-sweet drawing room of the Victorian era in which Wilde lived 
serves the author as a uniquely suitable subject for his own brilliant expression and 
digression. In a colorful, piercing prose which persuades the reader of his constant 
presence throughout a kind of bio-criticism, St. John Ervine examines Wilde's astounding 
parents, his wife and unfortunate intimates (unfortunate most tragically for Wilde and 
the brilliance he failed to uphold), his works - most lengthily, his plays, his degrada- 
tion. He draws from the accounts of Harris, Pearson, Ross and others and evaluates them 
as he goes. He flirts with a comparison of Wilde and Shaw, and his wit singes all he 
touches, including country and countrymen. A spirited appraisal of a big bulk of man 
and his small brief of work to fire the fancies of literateurs who like a good intellec- 


tual scrap. (Publ.) 


Steinbeck, John- Foreword by Random House 
SPEECHES OF ADLAI STEVENSON $1.00 


This must establish some kind of record- for a candidate's speeches, from the 
nominating convention through the September campaign, to be available in book form. It 
would be useful if Eisenhower's speeches, too, were available. But one wonders whether 
they would bear such close scrutiny, for Stevenson- like Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt- 
has extraordinary mastery of the spoken (and the written) word. Here, if for no other 
purpose, it is valuable to have for reference the actual text record of Stevenson's 
stand on political morality, world policy, labor, farm policy, social security, natural 
resources, veterans, the new South, the atomic future, communism, the free press, Korea, 
inflation, and other campaign issues. Steinbeck's foreword describes his audiences 
"listening as an audience does to fine theatre, fine music or fine thinking”. And he : eo 
states his own position “as a writer loving the clear clean writing; as a man loving his 
intellect, humor, his logical, civilized mind". A second introductory piece by two of 
his staff, present the man himself, with something of what he has stood for in his 
career to date. A persuasive piece of campaign literature, of more than momentary in- 
terest and value. (Publ.) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE OR PRICE 


Page 

hh Pinza, Ezio- ACROSS A CROWDED WORLD- postponed to the winter list (Doubleday) 

476 Corwin, Norman- DOG IN THE SKY- from 10/31 to 12/l- Price from $2.95 to $3.00 
(Simon & Schuster) 

491 Parents Institute Inc.- PARENTS' MAGAZINE BOOK OF HOME CARE- from 10/27 to 


11/12 (McGraw-Hill) 
516 Boynton, Grace- THE RIVER GARDEN OF PURE REPOSE- from 10/20 to 10/27 (McGraw-Hill) 


575 Brean, Herbert- THE CLOCK STRIKES THIRTEEN- from 10/22 to 11/10 (Morrow) | 

586 Johnson, Edgar- CHARLES DICKENS- postponed to 1/10/53 as January Book of the 
Month Club selection. Price from $12.50 to $10.00 (Simon & Schuster) | 

593 Josephson, M.- SIDNEY HILLMAN- from 11/13 to 12/4 (Doubleday) ; 


67h Drepperd, Carl W.- A DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN ANTIQUES- from 11/20 to 12/k. 
Price from $4.95 to $5.95 (Doubleday) | 


674 Griffis, Stanton- LYING IN STATE- price from $3.50 to $3.75 (Doubleday) 
674 Mayer, Arthur- MERELY COLOSSAL- from 11/24 to 12/5 (Simon & Schuster) 
674 Rice, Craig- 45 MURDERERS- from 12/12 to 12/5 (Simon & Schuster) oO 





